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and 12 (invention group B) relate to a microorganism separation device 
in which a first flow passage is connected to a second flow passage through 
an orifice and the passing of the microorganisms through the orifice can 
be detected by a pair of electrodes installed in the first and second 
flow passages . 

A common matter pertaining to the invention group A and the invention 
group B relates to a microorganism separation device having a specimen 
supply means, a first flow passage, and a sensor capable of detecting 
microorganisms. However, as described in JP 9 - 1455693 A, the common matter 
was publicly known before the priority date of this application. 
Accordingly, the common matter is not a special technical feature in the 
meaning of the second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2. 
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